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SUPREME’S Library Shelving 


is available in a variety of sizes and in the following decorator colors: 
desert sage, olive or mist green, nut brown and 


smoke grey. 

>K MAXIMUM SHELF CAPACITY PER UNIT . . . guarantee- 
ing you the lowest cost for book space per linear 
inch, @ FINISHED END PANELS BUILT RIGHT INTO UNIT 

. eliminating extra cost for separate end panels 
and labor for attaching same. @ THE UTILITY OF 
COMMON INTERMEDIATE PANELS . . . achieving maxi- 
mum economy in setting up units in series and 
utilizing every inch of floor space. ® DOUBLE WALL 
CONSTRUCTION OF ALL PANELS ... © MAXIMUM FLEXI- 
BILITY . . . shelves adjustable on 1” centers. @ 
LIFETIME DURABILITY . . . baked enamel Bonderite 
corrosion-resistant finish. @ THE APPEARANCE OF FUR- 


NITURE . . . rather than that of ordinary shelving. Write to SUPREME 


for literature 


_ SPREE STL EQUPWENT Gor, a 


of the nearest 
St. and Second Ave. = Brooklyn 3? SUPREME dealer 
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MORE AND MORE SPECIAL LIBRARIES ARE USING 
TAYLOR-CARLISLE’S BOOKSTORE AS THEIR SUPPLIER FOR 


THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 


1. DISCOUNT—10% on Most Technical and Business Books 
20% on Most Popular Type Books. 

(Fiction, Dictionaries, Atlases) 

2. PROMPT DELIVERY—Because of our proximity to the publishers and 
our experienced staff, we are able to fill a high percentage of our 
orders 24 hours after they are received. 

3. CENTRAL PURCHASING POINT—We supply books of all publishers. 
Combining orders saves your company time and money when 
ordering and paying. 

4. PERSONAL ORDER FORMS—Libraries using our service are provided 
with personal order forms (see below). Individuals employed by a 
company may have books shipped and invoiced directly to them- 
selves and also receive the discount by using this form. These 
forms have taken a burden off the librarians shoulders. 

5. MULTIPLE ORDER FORMS—Libraries using the multiple order forms 
have found our method of returning duplicate order slip with each 
book facilitates handling those under editorship, symposiums, or 
compiled works. 

6. LARGE STOCK—A large supply of books in all fields, technical business 
and popular (including foreign) is kept on hand at all times. 





BOOK PURCHASE REQUEST 


(Personal Order) 
To: TAYLOR-CARLISLE’S BOOK STORE, Inc. 
9 East 47th Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 


| am an Employee of 





(Insert Company Name) 


PLEASE ORDER FOR MY PERSONAL USE. 
Author. 

Title 
Publisher_ 
Quantity 
Ship and bill to_— 
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A Message from Your P. betielenl 


JANE F. BENTLEY 


THE 


Alabama Library Association. Your incoming officers 


and committee chairmen are doing their best to 


So begins another year for the 
“promote the welfare of libraries and the 


interests of librarians and those involved in the development of library service throughout 
the State of Alabama” 


as stated in our Constitution. 
We organized 
Trustees and Friends Division and wish the 


welcome the newly 


members and their new officers every suc- 
cess in carrying out their year’s work. We're 
looking forward to working with them, as 
with the College, 
Public 

Plans are already 
1962 Convention. 


be in Huntsville and those of 


University 
and School Library 


and Special, 
Divisions. 
underway for the 
As many of you know, it’s 
us who 
live and work here are looking forward 
It’s a little too 
you any details, but these will be reported 


having you. early to give 





, . to you as progress is made. 

Do you have any material concerning your library that you think would be of interest 
to your fellow If so, send it to your ALABAMA LIBRARIAN Editor, Mrs. 
Lucile Ridings, for consideration and possible publication. 

Only a few months have elapsed since I stood before the 1961 Convention as your 
incoming president, but already there have been many occasions when I’ve been grateful 
to you — as individuals and as members of the Alabama Library 


members? 


Association. 
seems more than willing to assume his share of the load of responsibility and hard work 
necessary to carry out the work of the Association. This spirit — plus the many capable 


Everyone 





people throughout our state — is very encouraging to your Executive Council. 
I'm looking forward to representing you at the American Library Association Con- 
vention in Cleveland in July and I hope to see many of you there. 





Your president, JANE F. BENTLEY, was 
born and grew up in Huntsville, Alabama. 
After graduating from high school, she en- 
tered Howard College in Birmingham. 
While at Howard she worked in the col- 
lege library and upon graduation served 
Periodicals Librarian for a year. During this 
time she met and married Jack H. Bentley 
from Gadsden, a Howard pharmacy student. 
After a_ brief Gadsden, the 
couple settled in where Jack 
owns and operates a neighborhood drug 
store. Jane went to work in the Documents 
Section of the Redstone Technical Library 
in 1951 as an abstractor and cataloger. 
Early in 1957 she transferred to the Tech- 
nical Library of the Army Ballistic Missile 
Agency which is also located at Redstone 


stop-over in 
Huntsville 


Arsenal. Here she as chief of the 
Technical Processing Branch which abstracts, 


serves 


catalogs, microfilms and files the scientific 
and technical documents generated as a re- 
sult of government sponsored research and 
development in the field of ballistic mis- 
siles. This library also serves the George 
C. Marshall Space Flight Center in Hunts- 
ville, so information concerning moon trips 
and space stations is not uncommon. Last 
year Jane received a Sustained Superior 
Performance award for her work in estab- 
lishing a microfilm program for library 
documents. She has previously served the 
Alabama Library Association as Treasurer 
and the Alabama Chapter of Special Li- 
braries Association as Secretary-Treasurer. 


She has been President and Recording 
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Secretary of the Huntsville Business and 
Professional Women’s Club, Recording Sec- 
retary of the Alabama Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Clubs, and 
Secretary of the Huntsville Branch of Ameri- 
can Association of University Women. The 
Bentleys are members of the Covenant 
Presbyterian Church and Jane teaches a 
Sunday school class. They are now busy 
putting the finishing touches on their new 
home at 3922 Crestview Drive in Hunts- 
ville. 





Your Vice President, RICHARD J. 
COVEY, was born in the province of Sas- 
katchewan, Canada. He moved, at an early 
age, to Chickasha, Oklahoma where he at- 
tended Oklahoma Military Academy for 
two years. For some years afterward he was 
engaged in various construction projects in 
Oklahoma and Texas. World War II 
brought four years of service in the Air 
Force followed by enrollment at the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma Library School. 

After graduation, he spent two years as 
Director of Special Services for the Okla- 
homa Library Commission, returning to the 
University of Oklahoma for graduate work 
in political science at the end of that time. 
He was appointed Director of the Muskogee 
Oklahoma Public Library until accepting a 
similar position with the Gadsden Public 
Library. While a member of the Oklahoma 
Library Association he served as Business 
Manager and Editor of THE OKLAHOMA 
LIBRARIAN, was Chairman of Public Li- 
braries Division, member of various com- 
mittees, editor The Southwestern Library 
Association Newsletter, and participated in 
several civic enterprises. 

He has been Director of the Huntsville 
Public Library since October, 1960. Prior 
to his present office, he served as Chairman 
of Public Libraries Division, as a member of 
various committees, and as Treasurer of the 
Alabama Library Association. 

Dick and his charming wife, Helen, live 
at 6321 Deramus Avenue in Huntsville. 

OFFICERS ELECTED 

Public Library Division 

Alabama School Libraries Association 

College, University, and Special Libraries 
Division 


ul 
oo 


Elected the slates of officers as listed in 
April 1961 issue of The Alabama Librarian. 


Minutes—Executive Council, 
1961-1962—Abstract 


The Executive Council of the Alabama 
Library Association met at 2:00 p.m., April 
15, at the Stafford Hotel in Tuscaloosa 
with the President, Mrs. Jane Bentley, pre- 
siding. The following members were pres- 
ent: Martha Jule Blackshear, Edna E. 
Brown, Richard J. Covey, Tommie Greene, 
George Johnson, Marguerite McGhee, Mar- 
selle Pruitt, Lucile D. Ridings, Bernice 
Stacey, Ruth W. Waldrop, Kenda Wise, and 
Wilbur Helmbold. 

The proposed budget for 1961-62 was 
reviewed and approved with a few changes. 

The partial list of proposed committees 
for 1961-62 was submitted to the Council 
for review and additions. 

A discussion about citations for members 
who have retired or left the state led to the 
that 
to the Council. 

The announcement was made of the or- 
ganization meeting of Trustees and Friends 
Division and of the officers elected. 

Mr. Covey read invitations from the 
Mayor and the Chamber of Commerce of 
Huntsville inviting the Association to meet 
there in the spring of 1962. The invitation 
was accepted. 


decision names should be submitted 


Mr. Covey suggested that a permanent 
list be kept by Mrs. Beamguard of the 
complete membership of the organization. 
The President stated that The Department 
of Archives and History in Montgomery 
keeps the records of the Alabama Library 
Association. Mr. Helmbold suggested that 
the records of the treasurer be put in per- 
manent files after five years or whenever 
they were of no current value. The Meet- 
ing was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ruth W. Waldrop, 
Secretary 





Encourage your Trustees and Friends to 
join the Alabama Library Association and 
the new Trustees and Friends Divisions. 








OUR NEW DIVISION 


NAME: Trustees and Friends 
Alabama Library Association. 

ORGANIZED: April 14, 1961, at Ala- 
bama Library Association Conference, Tus- 
caloosa. 


Division, 


MEMBERSHIP: Constitution — 

ARTICLE 111. MEMBERSHIP 

“Membership shall be open to trustees, 
present and past, of any library; members 
of organized Friends of the Library groups; 
members of the board of any school or edu- 
cational _ institution; Library 
Committees of any club or organization; or 


members of 


any person or institution interested in the 
objectives of this Division on payment of 
the dues provided for in the by-laws. 
“Any person who has performed dis- 
tinguished service to Alabama libraries may, 
on recommendation of the Executive Coun- 
cil, be elected by the Division as an Hon- 
orary Member of this Division.” 
DUES: By Laws— 
ARTICLE 111. DUES 
“Division dues: An annual dues from 
each member shall be collected in addition 
to the Alabama Library Association dues 
of $2.00, in the amount of fifty (50) cents. 
Such dues will be used to defray operating 
expenses of this Division.” 
Send to WILBUR HELMBOLD 
HOWARD COLLEGE LIBRARY 


BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
OFFICERS 1961-62: 


PRESIDENT: Mrs. Joseph W. Smith, 
Phenix City. 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Alton B. Hollis, 
Decatur. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER: Mrs. Har- 
old Klontz, Auburn. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL REPRESEN- 


TATIVES: 


2 years term: Mrs. Bernice Youngblood, 


Jasper. 

1 year term: Mrs. Patrick Pruitt, Hunts- 
ville. 

DELEGATE TO ALAT: Mrs. Bernice 
Youngblood, Jasper. 

Alternate: Mrs. T. C. Crain, Guntersville. 


THe ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 





a, uality 


Paying strict attention 
to little details is a 
Gaylord byword. Only in 
this way—making 
library supplies with care 
can we give you the 
quality products that you 
want for your library. 


GAYLORD BROS., INC. 
LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. STOCKTON, CALIF. 











Prebound books for 
young people. 


We'd like to convince you 
that BOUND -TO-STAY- 
BOUND Prebound Books 
will best serve you, your 
library and school. We urge 
you to write for catalogs and 


prices today. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
“"BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND" PREBOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR 1960-1961 


MARTHA JULE BLACKSHEAR 


In surveying the events and activities of 
the past year, I have never had a more 
enriching, rewarding, or a busier year. It 
has been a distinct honor and privilege to 
serve as your president and to have the 
opportunity to help keep the machinery of 
such a vigorous organization in action. As 
president, one receives the full impact of 
the magnitude and effectiveness of the pro- 
gram carried on by the Alabama Library 
Association. I should like to pay tribute io 
the many members who have served so 
faithfully. It is through the manifestations 
of their cooperation, loyalty, energy, and 
devotion to their profession that the asso- 
ciation continues to gain statue and dignity. 

The year 1961 marks the point at which 
one milestone was reached—the establish- 
ment of the Trustees and Friends Division 
of the Association. These members were 
previously affiliated with the association in 
a section of the Public Library Division. 
The Trustees and Friends Division is 
proudly welcomed. Several persons have 
been responsible for its establishment. Mr. 
Noel Beddow stands out among these. 

In the tentative budget submitted by 
your president to the Executive Council 
early in the fiscal year, The Alabama 
Librarian ranked second in priority for allot- 
ment of funds, exceeded only by expenses 
of the annual convention. However, under 
the able and second year experience of Mrs. 
Ann Logel, the Business Manager, The 
Alabama Librarian has relatively paid for 
itself this year. 

Among the committee reports, you will 
hear from a special committee formulated 
this year to study the pros and cons of 
biennial instead of annual conventions. It 
was believed that the study should proceed 
with careful analysis and consideration. If 
the work of this committee culminates in 
guiding the association to conventions every 
other year instead of annually, a whole new 
area of development will be opened. 

In looking toward the future development 
of library service in Alabama, the Executive 
Council last May petitioned the Governor 
that upon the next vacancy of the Executive 


Board of the Alabama Public Library Serv- 
ice that he appoint to the board a profes- 
sional librarian. The Governor replied 
favorably. The Executive Council feels that 
this request should be repeated by each 
incoming President. 

Last year during the convention in Mo- 
bile, the association was challenged by a 
visiting speaker, Mr. Hoyt Galvin. He 
pointed out that our convention programs 
could be a time to use and benefit from 
our own state talent. The program this year 
has been planned to meet this challenge. 
I am sure you agree that we have never 
had a more stimulating program. 

Much of the success of any organization 
depends upon the effective work of | its 
committees. Unfortunately, time does not 
permit each committee chairman to give a 
detailed report. The details give evidence 
of the cooperation, industry, and high pro- 
fessional spirit that characterizes the work 
of our library leaders. 

One of the highlights of the year for 
your president came when I represented the 
Association at the Joint Conference of 
American and Canadian Library Associa- 
tions in Montreal, Canada in June 1960. 
Never before had I been a “Somebody” as 
I was in representing you at the Exhibitors 
Round Table dinner, the Mayor of Mon- 
treal’s reception, and other distinguished 
affairs. All of them were very rewarding 
experiences. 

This report would not be complete with- 
out mentioning that because of the mani- 
festation of interest in Congress for better 
schools including an expansion of the school 
libraries program and because the time is 
ripe to approach our own state legislature 
for public library support in particular, our 
association, through its Federal Relations 
and Legislative Committees, is mapping 
strategy for improving library services. 

Thank you for your confidence and sup- 
port. A special expression of gratitude to 
the Executive Council, the committee 
chairman, and members, and to everyone 
who labored to make this convention a suc- 
cess. 
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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


MINUTES—ABSTRACT 


The Business Session of the 57th Annual 
Convention was held in Tuscaloosa at 11:00 
a.m., 15 April 1961, in the Cherokee Room 
of the Stafford Hotel with the President, 
Martha Jule Blackshear presiding. Miss 
Blackshear recognized her Executive Council 
and then gave the President’s Report for 
the year 1960-1961. 

Minutes of the Business Session of the 
56th Annual Convention were approved. 
The Treasurer’s report was read followed by 
the report of the audit. Both were approved. 

Annual reports of all committee chairmen 
were given. Following the report of the 
Biennial Convention Study Committee, Mr. 
Robert Severence made the motion: 

That the President have the Constitu- 

tion Committee recommend revisions 

to the Constitution in the light of the 

Biennial Convention Study Committee’s 

report. Seconded by Mr. Clyde Can- 

trell and approved unanimously. 

Mr. Martin Johnson of Mobile was recog- 
nized for his fine work as Chairman of 
National Library Week in Alabama. 

Mr. John K. Cameron urged members to 
purchase the Index (Volume 1-10) of The 
Alabama Librarian which was compiled and 
published by the College, University, and 
Special Libraries Division. 


Miss Ruth Dacus, read the Resolutions 
and moved for their adoption. 

Seconded by Mr. John K. Cameron and 
approved unanimously. 

Miss Maurine Hughes presented the re- 
port of the Nominating Committee and 
moved that the slate be accepted. Seconded 
by Miss Mary Throckmorton and approved 
unanimously. 

Miss Blackshear presented the gavel to 
Mrs. Jane Bentley, the new President, who 
made a short acceptance speech. The fol- 
lowing announcements were made: 

Huntsville has invited the Association 

to hold its 1962 Convention there, and 

the decision to accept will be made by 
the incoming Executive Council. 

Mr. Luther E. Lee urged anyone inter- 

ested in organizing a Junior Members 

Round Table to write him at P. O. Box 

6010, Montgomery, Alabama. 

Dr. W. Stanley Hoole introduced Mrs. 

Bonnie Wexler who is compiling a 

bibliography of Southeastern 

papers from their beginnings to 1960. 

He urged the cooperation of the Asso- 

ciation in this undertaking. 

The Meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Martha A. Wilkinson, 
Secretary 


news- 


ABSTRACT-Minutes of the Executive Council, 1960-1961 


The Spring Executive Council Meeting 
was held in Tuscaloosa at 4 p.m., Thursday, 
13 April 1961, in the Capstone Room of the 
Stafford Hotel with the President, Martha 
Jule Blackshear, presiding. Other members 
Jane Bentley, Martha Wil- 
kinson, George Johnson, Marguerite Mc- 
Ghee, Edna E. Brown, Lucile D. Ridings, 
Ethel Sanders, Bernice Stacey, and Phylis 
Allen representing Joe Templeton. 

Following the reading and acceptance of 
the minutes of the January Executive Coun- 
cil Meeting, the Secretary read the cor- 
respondence. 


present were: 


Com- 


annual 


The Treasurer’s report was read. 
mittee Chairmen reviewed their 
reports. 

It was announced that Huntsville will 
extend an invitation to the Association to 
hold its 1962 Convention there. 

The President noted that the Executive 
Council membership would be increased by 
two representatives to be elected by the 
newly formed Trustees and Friends Division. 

The Meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Martha A. Wilkinson, 
Secretary 
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Treasurers Report from June 17, 1960 to May 31, 1961 


I. GENERAL FUND 
Balance on Hand June 17, 1960__. 


Receipts 
Dues and Other 
Convention 


Total Receipts 


Disbursements 
Convention 
President _. 
Treasurer : 
Recruiting Committee 
Alabama Librarian 
Other Committees 
Scholarship Fund ae 
Membership in Affiliates_ 
National Library Week 
Miscellaneous 
Divisions _ 


Total Disbursements __. 
Balance on Hand in Bank May 31, 1961 


Il. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Balance on Hand June 17, 1960. 


Receipts 
Repayments on Loans 
Donations ____._. poe 
Alabama Library Association 
Interest -_.......... 


Total Receipts 


Disbursements 
McClurkin Loan 
ne TON a 


Total Disbursements 


Balance on Hand in Bank May 31, 1961 


$ 672.95 


$1,257.40 
2,926.00 


4,183.40 


$4,856.35 





$2,118.34 
292.88 
64.46 
23.08 
210.00 
17.11 
100.00 
65.00 
20.00 
5.30 
199.50 

$3,115.67 

$1,740.68 

$1,215.88 
$ 920.00 
359.69 
100.00 
24.69 

$1,404.38 

$2,620.26 
$ 300.00 
500.00 

$ 800.00 

$1,820.26 


JOE TEMPLETON, Treasurer 
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CONSTRUCTION AHEAD—IN LIBRARY EDUCATION 


FLORRINELL F. MORTON* 


Construction Ahead is a recognition that 
we shall be constructing in the years ahead. 
Some of it will be will be 
renovation, but all of it must be based upon 
lessons learned from past experience, upon 
critical analysis of the present situation, 
and upon objective prognosis of future needs. 

In taking a look at Southern library edu- 
cation, I include Texas and Louisiana as 
well as the states of the Southeastern Li- 
brary Association. Fifty-five 
passed since the first library school was 
established in the South. 


new. Some 


years have 


The very first of the library schools, 
Melvil Dewey’s at Columbia, did not open 
until 1887, a mere 18 years before the first 
Southern school was established at the Car- 
negie Public Library of Atlanta, later to be- 
come the School of Librarianship, Emory 
University. The South was not far behind 
other sections in the country in exchanging 
the library training class, which trained for 
specific positions in a given library, for 
library education programs for the profes- 
sion. Library development is tied to eco- 
nomic development, and the recruitment and 
training of library personnel cannot go far 
ahead of anticipated demand. 

In the Twenties, five additional schools 
One 
was opened at Hampton Institute in 1925 
for the education of Negro librarians. Two 
were established in women’s colleges: North 
Carolina State College for Women in 1928 
and Texas State College for Women, now 
The 
fourth was established at George Peabody 
College for Teachers in 1928. One at Uni- 
versity of Texas was established in 1925 in 
a general purpose coeducational university. 
Only two, Peabody and Texas Woman's 
University, unbroken con- 
tinuity. The school at Atlanta University, 


were established in Southern states. 


Texas Women’s University, in 1929. 


have enjoyed 





°Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Director, Library 
School, L.S.U. and 1961-1962 President, American 
Library Association. 

This paper is condensed. It will be published in 
full in a forthcoming issue of Southeastern Librar- 
ian—ed. 


established in 1941, might be said to have 
replaced that at Hampton, which was dis- 
continued in 1939. The School of Library 
Science at the University of North Carolina, 
established in 1931, could be considered as 
having absorbed that of the North Carolina 
State College for Women, which closed in 
1933. The school which was opened at the 
University of Texas in 1947 may be con- 
sidered a revival of the 
closed in 1929. 

Other schools which came into existence 
during the Thirties and Forties were at 
Louisiana State University, William and 
Mary, and Our Lady of the Lake, all es- 
tablished in 1931; that at the University of 
Kentucky in 1938, and the school at Florida 
State University in 1947. Of these, three 
have survived—L.S.U., Kentucky, and Flor- 
ida. 

In_ these 


one which was 


birth and death statistics of 
library education programs there are warn- 
ings. If a library school is to meet minimum 
standards for ALA accreditation, it will be 
costly. Dr. Carnovsky! has stated that it is 
doubtful if a school can function satisfac- 
torily on less than $40,000 a year. 

Let us turn now to our current situation. 
In these eleven Southern states, there are 
nine ALA accredited graduate _ library 
schools. No other section of the country is 
so well supplied in total number of schools 
and in geographic spread. The Southwest- 
ern Library Association region has four 
library schools. The Pacific Northwest Li- 
brary Association has one library school. 
New England has only one library school. 
There is a concentration of library schools 
in the New York area and California, but 
there also are concentrations of population 
and of libraries. 

None of the schools in the South are over- 
crowded, and larger enrollments could make 
for stronger programs. Much is to be gained 





1Kroll, Morton, ed. Pacific Northwest Library 
Association Library Development Project report. 
Volume IV: Libraries and Librarians of the Pacific 
Northwest. Seattle, University of Washington, 
1960. p. 190. 
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from a cosmopolitan student body and from 
a curriculum not too specifically geared to 
local needs. The advantage of lower cost 
to the individual student could in part be 
achieved with inter-state scholarships. 

At the graduate level, there is another 
construction problem: whether within the 
region doctoral programs should be de- 
veloped. When the doctoral programs come, 
I hope that they can come as the result of 
regional planning and when the need ac- 
tually exists. 

We must construct stronger programs for 
the preparation of special librarians. Here 
also, regional planning is indicated. The 
few students with interest in any one spe- 
cialty and the few positions available in any 
one field make any other approach imprac- 
ticable. Special programs cannot take the 
place of the most valuable preparation for 
service in a special library—the knowledge 
of the subject field. Your Bill Hoole wrote 
a classic article, “Of the Librarian’s Educa- 
tion,” in which he pointed the way through 
a “consolidated curriculum” for preparation 
of “sociologist-librarians, scientist-librarians, 
historian - librarians, economist - librarians, 
scholar-librarians, all of whom would take 
their rightful places as educators in the 
hierarchy of learning.”2 This article is as 
valid today as it was when it appeared. 

Undergraduate programs for librarian- 
ship are also part of our concern. More li- 
brarians come into this profession through 
the more than 500 undergraduate programs 
in library education than through our 32 
ALA accredited library schools. We are 
more fortunate than other areas in the 
greater degree of uniformity in our under- 
graduate programs. The regional planning 
for the education of school librarians dur- 
ing the Forties made Southern school library 
supervisors and teachers of library science 
the envy of their counterparts elsewhere. 

In 1951 the ALA council adopted the 
Standards for Accreditation, the concept of 
basic library education as a five-year pro- 
gram, of which one-fifth would be devoted 
to professional content. It recognized the 





2Hoole, W. Stanley. Of the Librarian’s Educa- 
tion. American Scholar v. 13: p. 120, Winter, 
1943-44. 
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feasibility of placing a part of that profes- 
sional content at the undergraduate level, 
and it charged the graduate schools with a 
responsibility for the articulation of their 
programs with the undergraduate programs. 

The basic problem, nationally, is a divided 
opinion as to the desirability of under- 
graduate library education. In the South, 
the schools require undergraduate prepara- 
tion for admission to their graduate pro- 
grams. Each consider other 
points of view, and recognize the pressures 
the undergraduate programs face in pro- 
viding for immediate utilization of their 
graduates in libraries as well as the basis 
for graduate study. Within the Southeastern 


school must 


and Southwestern Library Association we 
now have Library Education Committees 
which can consider this problem. The grad- 
uate programs in school librarianship are 
growing in education institutions 
and the Board of the American Association 
of School Librarians has asked the ALA 
Committee on Accreditation to consider the 
need for special standards for their accredi- 
tation. 


teacher 


University Librarian and now 
Dean Eugene Wilson? of the University of 
Colorado has made a plea to the library pro- 


Former 


fession to accept as minimum professional 
curriculum of 15-18 
semester hours offered in accordance with 
the Standards for Undergraduate Library 
Science Programs. 


preparation a core 


He sees in this accept- 
ance a means of diminishing our recruit- 
ment problem without adversely affecting 
the image and status of the librarian. 
Another area of library education for 
which we must step up construction in the 
years ahead is that of the in-service and 
continuing education of practicing librarians. 
In our area, where most libraries are small, 
a pooling of effort through state and regional 
cooperation is our answer. This summer we 
arranged for an in-service training non- 
credit week’s course in reference to be given 
by one of our faculty members in Lake 
Charles for the staffs of two parish libraries 
and one municipal library. Some areas have 





%Wilson, Eugene. The preparation and use of the 
professional staff. Library Quarterly V. 31; pp. 
104-114, January, 1961. 
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a nd received second 


Where these courses have 


requested courses. 
been near the 
state line, librarians from Mississippi have 
attended. L.S.U. was invited to conduct a 
course in Jackson, Mississippi, last year to 
which librarians from all 


over the state 


came. The workshops for Community Li- 
brarians sponsored by the Alabama Public 
Library Service with the cooperation of the 
University of Alabama Department of 
School Librarianship, and your district 
workshops for school librarians, demonstrate 
cooperative planning and execution. 
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We have been as successful as many and 
more so than some areas in developing pro- 
grams of library education. We have learned 
that we do our best when we raise our sights 
above our local situations. What is there to 
prevent us from developing in our Southern 
region a fully integrated system of library 
education which will provide for the various 
levels of professional preparation, and for 
the various specialization which our region 
needs and can be expected to require in 
the years ahead? 





Our Reputation —— 


Your Guarantee 











/\ 
rt Guild Bindery, t= 


Cincinnati 25, Ohio 


2844 Spring Grove Avenue 


A CERTIFIED LIBRARY BINDERY 











THe ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


61 


HISTOR¥ AT YOUR DOORSTEP 


M. W. CLINTON 


Dr. Frank L. Owsley, in 1954, wrote an 
article published in the Alabama Review 
entitled “The Writing of Local History.” 
Not only did he make a good case for the 
writing of local history, he showed the ab- 
solute necessity for such writings if we are 
to have reliable and unprejudiced national 
histories. He said, “Much of the history of 
this great country has been written upon 
untested assumptions which, when later 
subjected to systematic research, proved to 
be illusions. One major assumption of the 
national historian is that he has at his com- 
mand sound local, state, and regional his- 
tories; but this has not always been true. . . 
Though valid national history must rest 
upon a foundation of sound sectional, state, 
and local histories, the works of our out- 
standing national writers have had no such 
foundations.” He said that McMaster, 
Channing, and Rhodes lacked knowledge and 
understanding of the West and of the South. 
He said of Beard, Oberholtzer, Turner, and 
Nevins that although they had more in- 
formation, “their knowledge of local, state, 
and sectional history has been vague, un- 
comprehensive, and filled with inherited pre- 
judices.” 

Owsley stated that the failure of national 
histories to base their work on sound local 
histories has not been entirely their fault 
and that had the Southerners done their 
duty to themselves by writing their own 
county, state, and sectional histories, the 
prejudices would have been softened or 
eliminated. 

Subjects of study that should be included 
in a local history are these: the population, 
land tenure, slavery, the uses to which land 
was put, how the people lived—their re- 
ligions, their amusements, their schools, and 
their government. 

Owsley suggested numerous sources — 
original and unpublished census returns, 
church records, land deeds, wills, tomb- 
stone inscriptions, family records, diaries, 
tax records, plat books, land abstracts, news- 
paper articles, books of travel, gazeteers, 
emigrant guides, grand jury reports, recol- 


lections of old people, school catalogs, state 
laws, and county records. 

Within recent years I have had occasion 
to write some articles on the history of 
Tuscaloosa and Tuscaloosa County. My in- 
terest in writing history did not develop 
until 1947. Probably the reason for this 
late development was the fact that my 
father, Thomas P. Clinton, prior to his death 
in 1935, wrote a number of articles on the 
early history of Tuscaloosa. Among the 
many articles written by him were “Tusca- 
loosa, Its Indian and Colonial Days,” “The 
Closing Days of the War of Secession in 
Tuscaloosa,” and “A Hundred Years of 
Catholicity in Tuscaloosa.” 

After his death people began to ask me 
questions about Tuscaloosa’s past, some of 
which I could answer and some of which I 
could not. To be accommodating and 
out of self defense I began a little research 
to ascertain the answers to the questions. 
In 1947, my cousin James P. Clinton, 
then president of the Tuscaloosa Central 
Labor Union, asked me to write an article 
on the history of Tuscaloosa for the union’s 
Labor Day program. Every year since that 
time I have written an article for the Labor 
Day program. 

Perhaps, if I tell you some of the sources 
I used in preparing my articles, it would il- 
lustrate ways in which the various sources 
of local history have been used and can be 
used by anyone willing to work at it. 

In all of the articles I have used the 
standard and reliable secondary sources, 
such as Owen’s History of Alabama and 
Dictionary of Alabama Biography, Pickett’s 
History of Alabama, Brewer’s History of 
Alabama, Garrett’s Public Men of Alabama, 
Dr. A. B. Moore’s History of Alabama, Dr. 
Summersell’s History of Alabama for High 
Schools, Publications of the Alabama His- 
torical Society, and issues of the journal of 
the Alabama Historical 
Alabama Review. 

In writing my thesis, Economic Condi- 
tions in Tuscaloosa City and County, 1865- 
1880, for the master’s degree, my chief 


Association, the 
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sources were the Tuscaloosa newspapers— 
The Times, The Observer, and The Inde- 
pendent Monitor for the years 1866 to 1880, 
Maxwell’s Almanac for the same _ period, 
three account books left by a man named 
Cain who operated a store and tannery in 
Northport, and the Autobiography of James 
R. Maxwell. 

In writing the “Story of Mrs. Crawley,” 
my chief source was a newspaper article 
written by Dr. William S. Wyman and 
printed in the Tuscaloosa Times in 1896. 

My chief source for “Thomas Maxwell: 
Pioneer Merchant” were copies of three long 
letters written by Maxwell to his children 
in 1857. These I obtained from his grand- 
daughter, Mrs. George Alston. I also used 
the Autobiography of James R. Maxwell 
(his son) and copies of the Maxwell AIl- 
manac as well as newspaper sources, 

For “The Lower Part of the Town of 
Tuscaloosa,” I. used articles in the scrap- 
books of Thomas P. Clinton, the abstract to 
the land I own, William R. Smith’s Reminis- 
cences, a copy of a map of Newtown, and 
“The Beginning of Tuscaloosa and New- 
town,” by Dr. Wyman printed in the 
Tuscaloosa Times, May 12, 1899, and “Ante- 
bellum Homes of Tuscaloosa,” by Mrs. Syd- 
nia kK. Smith. 

Sources for “Tuscaloosa in 1837” were the 
Tuscaloosa Observer for that year. The 
chief sources for “Tuscaloosa in 1890” were 
the Tuscaloosa Times and the Tucsaloosa 
Gazette in 1890 and Ben Green’s “The 
Druid City—Through 130 Years of History,” 
printed in the Tuscaloosa News, July 31, 
1949. 

In preparing “Tuscaloosa in the Civil 
War,” I used James A. Anderson’s “The 
Federal Raid into Central Alabama,” Thomas 
P. Clinton’s “The Closing Days of the War 
of Secession in Tuscaloosa,” “Recollections 
of 92 Years” by Mrs. Elizabeth A. Meri- 
wether. Ben Green’s “Tuscaloosa—The 
Druid City—Through 130 Years of History,” 
and James R. Maxwell’s Autobiography. 

In writing “The Beginning of Tuscaloosa,” 
I used newspaper articles from Thomas P. 
Clinton’s scrapbooks, a Special Souvenir and 
Industrial Edition of the Tuscaloosa Times 
published Oct. 28, 1896, Davy Crocketts’ 
Autobiography, two theses from the Univer- 
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sity of Alabama Library, as well as other 
references previously mentioned. 

For the writing of “Oliver Keene,” I was 
able to obtain from his granddaughter a 
large number of receipts, promissory notes, 
contracts, and other business papers. 
Sources for “Capt. Ben F. Eddins” were a 
letter, reprints of newspaper articles, and 
interviews with Eddins’ descendants. 

For “Tuscaloosa from 1846 to 1861,” I 
used James R. Maxwell's Autobiography, 
Smith’s Reminiscences, U. S. Census Rec- 
ords, scrapbooks, and other materials. 

The best sources for “William H. Vermer 
and His School” were a diary kept by Julia 
Oliver (who became Mrs. Verner), a scrap- 
book compiled by Mrs. Verner, and _ inter- 
views with some of Verner’s former students 
and with his children. 

Sources for “Organized Labor in Tus- 
caloosa” were a master’s thesis, a biogra- 
phical sketch, a student’s term paper, Labor 
Day Programs, 1946-1959, minutes of the 
Tuscaloosa Central Labor Union, newspaper 
articles, and interviews with 21 people. 

The book I have written on the early his- 
tory of (Tuscaloosa (Tuscaloosa, Alabama: 
Its Early Days, 1816-1865) was composed 
mainly of the articles written for the Labor 
Day Program, and the references are about 
the same as those for the individual articles. 

A good statement of the purposes of the 
local historian are found in the Constitution 
of the Alabama Historical Association. They 
are “to discover, procure, preserve, and dif- 
fuse whatever may relate to the natural, 
civil, literary, cultural, economic, ecclesiasti- 
cal, and political history of the state of 
Alabama.” 

To accomplish these, or some of these 
purposes, we can do all, or some, of the 
following things: Join the Alabama Histori- 
cal Association, organize a local historical 
society, write articles on historical subjects, 
get older citizens and those connected with 
important events to write or tell their 
stories, set aside or cause to be set aside a 
room in the county library or the school 
library for the preservation and diffusion of 
local history, keep a scrapbook on events 
pertaining to our counties and towns, make 
a list of tombstone inscriptions, see that 
county and city records are properly cared 


—— 
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for, organize pilgrimages to places of his- 
torical interest, ask local clergymen to keep 
and preserve church records, get some in- 
terested members of each church and insti- 
tution to write a history of his or her church 
or institution, get people interested in writ- 
ing about their own families, ask newspaper 
editors to print articles on local history. 
One of the most important persons in the 
whole program of gathering, writing, and 
diffusing local history is the librarian. If 
our school and county librarians will reserve 
sections in their libraries for the preservation 
of documents and artifacts relating to local 
history and will gather and preserve all 
things obtainable that relate to the history 
of the community, eventually someone will 
feel the urge to put it together and tell the 
story of the area’s past. Not only will the 
writing be made easier because of what the 
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librarian has done, but it will be more 
accurate and accuracy is the first require- 
ment of good history. 

The final paragraph in Dr. Owsley’s ar- 
ticle on “The Writing of Local History” 
expresses an ideal which the nearer we 
approach, the better histories we will have. 
He says: “If the history of every county, or 
every smaller community, in every Southern 
state would be written from the basic 
sources, a history of the South would 
emerge, vastly different from any previously 
written. This pattern should, of course, 
be applied to all sections of the United 
States, and if this were done, the entire his- 
tory of the United States would have to be 
rewritten or drastically revised. Then our 
national history would have a foundation 
under it reaching down to the bedrock 
itself.” 
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Institute On Library 
Education in the Southeast 


Southeastern Library Association, Com- 
mittee on Library Education, Mrs. Pauline 
M. Foster, Chairman, announces a three day 
INSTITUTE ON LIBRARY EDUCATION 
IN THE SOUTHEAST to be held at the 
University of October 12-14, 
1961. The purpose of the Institute is to 
develop course outlines for a basic core of 
library science courses which will provide 
a foundation for the articulation of graduate 
and undergraduate programs in the south- 
east. It has received financial support from 
both ALA-LED and SELA. 

Participants 


Tennessee 


members 
from all the schools in the region offering as 


will be faculty 
many as twelve semester hours in library 
science at the undergraduate level, directors 
and faculty members from the six graduate 
library schools in the southeast, and con- 
sultants who have had experience in de- 
veloping the Standards for Undergraduate 
Library Science Programs and in the ac- 
creditation of library schools. Among the 
consultants are Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, 
Miss Sarah Reed, and Miss Margaret Rufs- 
vold. They will lead the opening session on 
Thursday evening, presenting background 
information on problems of articulation. 
This will set the stage for small group dis- 
cussions in all areas of the curriculum on 
Friday. The Institute will conclude with a 
panel Saturday 
moderated by Miss Reed, 
Inquiries regarding the Institute should 
be addressed to Miss Dorothy E. Ryan, 
Chairman, Institute on Library Education in 
the Southeast, 308 Claxton, University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville 16, Tennessee. 


discussion on morning 





Mrs. Joseph W. Smith, President, Trustees 
and Friends Division urges each library 
board to send two delegates to the Univer- 
sity of Alabama Conference for Trustees. 


CREDIT 
The article “International Conference on 
Cataloging Principles,” by Charlotte F. 
Shenk was printed with the permission of 
the editor of Special Libraries. 
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SELA OFFICERS 
LUTHER E. LEE 


In the last issue of The Alabama Librar- 
ian, the out-of-state activities of many Ala- 
bama librarians were noted. At that time 
the complete list of those serving in the 
Southeastern Library Association 
available. 


was not 
Now we know. 

Mrs. Edna Earle Brown, Auburn Univer- 
sity Library is Alabama’s representative on 
the Executive Board. Mrs. Pauline Foster, 
Chairman, Department of School Librarian- 
ship, University of Alabama is Chairman of 
the Library Education Committee. 

John K. Cameron is a member of the 
Library Development Committee. Our im- 
mediate past-president, Miss Martha Jule 
Blackshear, is on the Membership Com- 
mittee and Fant Thornley, Director, Birm- 
ingham Public Library is a member of the 
Southern Books Competition Committee. 

Mrs. Jean Hoffman, Assistant Librarian, 
Redstone Arsenal Post Library, is on the 
Editorial Board of the Southeastern  Li- 
brarian. 


Microfilming Project— 
Howard College 


More than 40,000 pages of historical ma- 
terial related to Alabama have been micro- 
filmed by the Howard College Library, 
Birmingham, Alabama, January 1, 
1960. The heart of the microfilm program 
which includes field projects throughout the 
state is the acquisition on microfilm of local 
Baptist church records. 


since 


Local community newspapers prior to 
1900 have been sought and microfilmed as 
a basic part of the program. Older manu- 
script materials have been obtained like- 
wise. The most recent acquisition has been 
the filming of the papers of the Pickens 
family, including Israel Pickens, early Ala- 
bama governor. F. Wilbur Helmbold, Li- 
brarian of the College, is directing the 
work which is jointly sponsored by the 
Library and the Alabama Baptist Historical 
Society. 
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HARPER LEE — AWARD 


Harper Lee presented the 1961 
Literary Award of the Alabama Library 
Association at the annual banquet in con- 
vention at Tuscaloosa. She was chosen to 
receive this award for her book To Kill a 
Mockingbird. 

This book, Miss Lee’s first, is a novel set 
in a small Alabama town in the 1930's. The 
narrator is a little girl whose father, a 
lawyer, defends a Negro accused of raping 
a white woman. 

For more about Harper Lee, see the April 
issue of The Alabama Librarian. 

In addition to the Alabama Library Asso- 
ciation award, To Kill a Mockingbird has 
won the Pulitzer prize, awards by the Liter- 
ary Guild and the British Book Society. It 
has been selected as a Book of the Month 
Club alternate and for Reader’s Digest con- 
densation. 

The Alabama Library Association Literary 
Award is intended to encourage and recog- 
nize Alabama _ authors 
interest in their books. 

Former winners of the award have been 
Hudson Strode (1960), Emma Lila Funda- 
burk and Mary Douglass Fundaburk (1959), 
William Stanley Hoole (1958), and Mal- 
colm Cook McMillan (1957). 


was 


and to promote 


Standards for School 
Library Programs 
RUTH W. WALDROP 


A tape has been made of the panel dis- 
cussion and the talk by Miss Virginia 
McJenkins on The Standards for School 
Library Programs. This tape may be bor- 
rowed for use with professional and lay 
groups from the Curriculum Library, Jef- 
ferson County Board of Education, Room 
411 Courthouse, Birmingham 3, Alabama. 


Redstone Arsenal 
Librarians Attend SLA 


Mrs. Charlotte Shenk, Chief, ABMA 
Technical Library; Mrs. Cleo Cason, Chief, 
ARGMA Technical Library; and Miss Lois 
Robertson, Chief, MSFC Library attended 
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the annual Special Libraries Association 


Conference in San Francisco. 





A check for 
Sheffield Public Library by Mrs. G. E. Goble of the 
Sheffield Pilot Club. Mrs. Ellie Wilson, Librarian, 


$400.00 was presented to the 


accepted the check on behalf of the Library 
Board, Friends of the Library, and the general 
public. 


Bookathon Drive 
Goes Over Goal 


The Montgomery Public Library’s Book- 
athon drive resulted in 12,231 books being 
donated to the readers of the city. Spon- 
sored by the Friends of the Library and 
conducted during National Library Week, 
April 17-22, the deluge of books that came 
in went far over the goal of 5,000. 





FARRIS J. MARTIN, JR., a native of 
Montgomery, is the new director of the 
Montgomery Public Library. He has been 
head of the Science and Industry Depart- 
ment of the Dallas Public Library. 

He is a graduate of Florida State Univer- 
sity Library School and a member of Beta 
Phi Mu. 

His wife is also a graduate of the Florida 
State University Library School. 
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SPRING BOOK EXHIBIT 


JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM 








National Library Week and the following 
week were set aside by the Jefferson County 
Board of Education for teachers and librar- 
ians_ to Spring Book Exhibit. 
Over 2000 books suitable for grades one 
Each 


receives an 


enjoy the 


through twelve were on display. 
teacher in Jefferson County 
allotment for library books based on enroll- 
ment. Teachers in schools with a central 
collection and a librarian work together in 
selecting books in keeping with their cur- 
riculum. Where the school does not have a 
central collection, the teachers select books 
for their room libraries. Also, orders were 
accepted for approved books not on display. 

A new feature of the Book Exhibit this 
year was an attractive display focusing at- 
tention on books pertaining to the American 
Way of Life. Space of 6 x 20 feet was pro- 


vided for Mrs. Mae L. Adams’ fifth grade 
of McDonald’s Chapel School for this pur- 
pose. A set of posters prepared by the 
pupils which illustrated points of the Ameri- 
can Credo made the background for the 
display. Social studies books which had 
been carefully selected were arranged ac- 
cording to grade level. An American Flag 
and an Alabama Flag at each end of the 
display were impressive in their appeal. 

Additional space was used to focus atten- 
tion upon the program of Freedoms Founda- 
tion, Valley Forge, and to pay tribute to 
Jefferson County teachers who had earned 
1960 honor awards. 

More than a thousand teachers, principals, 
parents, students, and staff members from 
Jefferson County, the city of Birmingham, 
and adjoining counties attended the exhibit. 





CUS Libraries Division 
The privileges of 
student assistants in College libraries were 


responsibilities and 


discussed at the College, University and 
Special Libraries Division Meeting. 

Mr. Robert W. Severance, Director, Air 
University Library, led the discussion which 
was held in the Rare Book Room of the 
University Library. Discussion was limited 
to College libraries and covered such points 
as salary ranges, qualifications, and respon- 
sibilities. 


Miss Ethel Sanders, Troy State College, 


presided over the Business Meeting. 
—Lois Robertson 


Huntingdon College 
Receives Books 


The Huntingdon College library has re- 
ceived a collection of more than 500 vol- 
umes from Mrs. Lila Bess Morgan in memory 
of her daughter, Miss Juliette Hampton 
Morgan. A number of rare volumes, in- 
cluding a set of Shakespeare published in 
London in 1806, are included. A memorial 
brass plaque accompanied the books. 
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“She Knew Her People” 


A Tribute to a Great Lady 
CATHERINE G. LAMAR 


“A good librarian is curious about the world 
around him and the reactions of the 
people in it. 

He has respect for all kinds of ideas. 

He suffers a sort of compulsion to share 
ideas with people. 

Most important, he is an educator who en- 
ables people, no, not people, but in- 
dividuals, to find what they need.”! 

Many lives in Sumter County have been 
touched by the inspiring finger of Ruby 
Pickens Tartt. In fact, the influence of this 
cultured woman has been felt nationally, as 
well as locally. As librarian, author, artist, 
and folklorist, she has made lasting con- 
tributions. 

Born in Livingston in 1880, Mrs. Tartt 
received her degree from Alabama Normal 
College in 1899. She studied at Sophie 
Newcomb College in 1900 and the New 
York School of Art from 1901 to 1903. The 
next three years she taught under Miss 
Julia Tutwiler at Livingston, returning to 
New York each summer for study. 

Perhaps the best tribute to her can be 
found in a biographical sketch in Byron 
Arnold’s Folksongs of Alabama, “She knew 
her people.” This feature has been the 
carte d’entree for noted compilers of folk- 
lore material attempting to capture the true 
essence of the Negro culture in parts of the 
South. In the words of Amold, “She has 
done more for the cause of folk music in the 
state of Alabama than any other individual. 
She is nationally known through references 
to her work in Sumter County in books by 
such well-known authorities on folklore as 
Elie Siegmeister and the Lomaxes of the 
Library of Congress.” She personally has 
recorded hundreds of folk songs, in both 
words and music. “One must hear folk- 
songs sung as they were sung to me to 
understand or appreciate them. These were 
sung quietly, naturally, never dramatically 
and entirely without the mannerism and 
cliches of the concert  soloist.”2 The 
presence of “Miss Ruby,” as she is af- 
fectionately known, could gain one admit- 
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“wakes,” and other ceremonies. Wriies 


employed by the WPA to collect folklore 
found her a willing and able assistant. So 
intense is her desire to preserve this dis- 
tinct culture of the Southern Negro that the 
story is told that upon hearing of a Negro 
church which needed a new stove she 
visited the congregation and promised that 
she would raise the money on one condi- 
tion — that they would promise to con- 
tinue singing the old-time spirituals. This 
they have done. Her encouragement has 
been the main factor in the continuance of 
the remarkable folk-singing the 
Negroes in Sumter County. 

Mrs, Tartt’s short stories have been in- 
cluded in many anthologies. Among these 
are The Best American Short Stories, 1945; 
From Hell to Breakfast, 1944; Son-of-a-gun, 
Stew, 1945; Mid Country, 1945; U. S. 
Stories (representing Alabama), 1949; and 
Folk History of Slavery, 1945. Her private 
collection contains other stories which 
represent the cultural heritage of the South- 
ern Negro. 

The importance of the folk-songs which 
she has collected is evident by the contribu- 
tions she has made to such outstanding 
collections as: Archives of American Folk 
Songs, 1942; Work and Sing, 1944; Folk 
Songs of U.S.A., John A. Lomax, 1947; 
New American Songbag, Carl Sandburg, 
1950; Folk Songs of Alabama, Byron Arnold, 
1950; and Negro Folk Music of Alabama, 
Harold Courtlander. 

There is yet another field in which Mrs. 
Tartt has achieved eminence. Her paintings 
are in the permanent collections of the Sum- 
ter County Health Center; Gamble Man- 
sion, Ellenton, Florida; Eugene Hale 
Memorial Hospital, Tuscaloosa; and in many 
private collections. 

“Miss Ruby” is perhaps best known 
locally for her job as Head Librarian of the 
Sumter County Library — a job which she 
has held since 1940. She and her husband 
William Pratt, have made the library their 


among 
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special project. There are numerous 
examples of the ways in which Mrs. Tartt 
has helped to mold the minds of the youth 
of the community. One example is that of 
Byrd Ball. Shortly after moving to Livings- 
ton, Byrd, who was 8 years old, visited the 
Sumter County Library. It was not long 
before Mrs. Tartt had ascertained that he 
came from a family of readers and that he 
had a brilliant mind. She directed his read- 
ing to a copy of Norse Mythology. Byrd is 
now a senior at Louisiana State University, 
where he recently competed in try-outs for 
the College Bowl, a nationally televised 
program. Byrd was the only student in the 
try-outs who was able to answer a particular 
question on mythology. When someone 
asked him how he happened to know this 
question, he said that he remembered it 
from Norse Mythology, a book he read 
when he first came to Livingston. Byrd was 
one of the four finalists selected to represent 
his school. 

In the words of Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, 
“When Miss Ruby is gone who will take the 
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children home to read to them after library 
hours, or tell them about Livingston’s 
famous bandit, Steve Renfro, or inspire a 
telephone lineman to go to college?” 

1Cushman, Jerome, Director of Salina (Kansas) 
Public Library. 

2 Arnold, Byron, Folk of Alab 
sity of Alabama Press, 1950, p. vii. 


Univer- 





White House Conference 
On Aging 
MARION NEILL 


Mrs, Beamguard and I were the two 
librarians from Alabama who attended the 
White House Conference on Aging in Wash- 
ington January 9-12. 

Sunday evening, librarians attending the 
conference met at Rose Vainstein’s apart- 
ment and discussed the contribution librar- 
ies could make to a program for older 
citizens. Miss Phinney had a kit of book 
lists and suggestive material for each of us. 

Most of the librarians were assigned to 
the section on Education, a few to the sec- 
tion on Leisure Time Activities. 
only one assigned to the Housing Section. 


I was the 


The Housing Section was divided into 
five sub-groups for discussion, then met 
several times as a section. There were peo- 
ple who represented public housing, real 
estate boards, contractors, architects, 
churches, and fraternal groups. 
very conscious of the need for decent shelter 
for older persons in the United States—the 
need for more homes and nursing homes, 
for apartments and living quarters of every 
kind. The safety aspects of housing were 
stressed. If homes were safer, people could 
live independently much longer. Beauty 
aspects were also stressed, as attractive sur- 
roundings improve mental attitudes. We 
saw slides and movies of housing for the 
elderly from many countries of the world. 
The Swedish homes shown were very at- 
tractive, light, and colorful. 


I became 


From a library point of view, I became 
conscious of our library steps, heavy doors, 
and poor outside lighting. These are all ac- 
cident hazards. Another point was the 
need for older persons’ housing to be near 
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public facilities such as libraries or library 
branches. People can be independent many 
more years when services they need and 
would like to have are easily available. 
Many are dependent on public transporta- 
tion, and they need ease of access to such 
transportation. 

The conference made hundreds of recom- 
mendations which deserve study and action. 
Every librarian should secure copies of the 
complete report. She should see that the 
responsible persons in her community are 
aware of it. If these recommendations can 
be translated into local action, life will be 
pleasanter and more rewarding for all of 
our older citizens. 


The Popular Vertical File 


BETTY ANN SHAMBLIN 


Throughout the school year in the Hunts- 
ville High School Library, the Vertical File 
is one of the most popular sources of in- 
formation. The students use it to gather 
facts for assignments and for special in- 
terests. Each day they inquire about new 
material on their subjects. 

The interests of the students are varied. 
A few of the subject headings in the Vertical 
File are: Atomic Energy, Bulletin Boards, 
Marionettes, National Parks, Ports, Social 
Security, Tennessee Valley Authority and 
World Fairs. Many times the Vertical File 
contains information that is not available 
elsewhere in the library. 

The most predominate factor for the 
popularity of this type material is that the 
students have read library books on their 
subjects and want current information. A 
classroom assignment is another reason for 
the popularity of the Vertical File material. 
The third factor is that the material in many 
instances is concisely written. Since this 
material can be placed in a student’s zipper 
notebook or in a manila envelope provided 
by the library, the ease of handling is the 
fourth factor for popularity. 

The circulation of Vertical File material 
is handled with ease. It is checked out for 
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A list is made of the articles 
and the list is placed under Pamphlets in 
the Circulation File. The students of 
Huntsville High School are conscientious 
about returning the material when due. The 
increased circulation is an incentive to ac- 
quire more information for the Vertical File. 

The “Vertical File Index” is useful in 
searching for this type of material. Other 
valuable sources are Selected United States 
Government Publications, Chambers of Com- 
merce, newspapers, NEA Journal, state edu- 
cational journals, U. 5S. Government 
departments, library journals, and foreign 
embassies. It is gratifying that this year 
many requests have resulted in prompt 
responses and offers of additional aid. 

The Vertical File is a challenge. When 
students show pleasure and express thanks 
for obtaining information, the challenge of 
the popular Vertical File is well worth- 
while. 


one week. 





For PERSONALIZED service and DE- 
PENDABLE performance send your 


library book orders to: 


THE JENKINS 
BOOK CO. 


600 Magazine Street 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


No ecrder is too large or too small for us 
to handle. We try to obtain every title 
requested, even those issued by little known 
publishers, individuals, etc. 
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Art Guild Bindery 

Bodine Bryson & Rolling 
The Book Supply Co. (A. C. McClurg) 
Colonial Book Service 
Gaylord Bros. 

The H. R. Huntting Co., Inc. 
The Jenkins Book Co. 
Walter J. Johnson 

Melmont Publishers 

National Library Bindery Co. 
New Method Book Bindery 
Southern Library Bindery 
Subscription Service (Ebsco) 
Supreme Steel Equipment 
Taylor-Carlisle 

Tuscaloosa Library Bindery 


World Book Encyclopedia 


Mrs. Charlotte F. Shenk, Chief of ABMA 
Technical Library, will attend a Technical 
and Research Conference in New Hampton, 
Hampshire one week during July. Emphasis 
will be on information indexing, retrieval, 
and application of new machines. 





Mrs. Dorthea J. Snow a former resident 
of Huntsville has awarded the top 
juvenile award for her book Sequoyha, 
Young Cherokee Guide. The award was 
Friends of American 
Writers and chosen from books by mid- 
western authors printed in 1960. 


been 


presented by the 


Sequoyah tells about a brilliant Tennessee 
Indian who designed an alphabet of the 
Cherokee language. This alphabet quickly 
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made the Cherokee language. This alphabet 
qucikly made the Cherokee nation the most 
literate and educated of all North American 
tribes. 

The book is dedicated to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Parks Beamguard, director of Alabama Pub- 
lic Library Service. 

See July 1960 of The Alabama 
Librarian for more about Dorthea Snow. 


issue 
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AIR UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY NOTES 


The Library Subcommittee of the Air 
University Board of Visitors made their an- 
nual visit to the Air University Library on 
February 27. The Board of Visitors is com- 
posed of 15 prominent educators and busi- 
nessmen who serve at the personal invitation 
of the Air Force Chief of Staff and report 
directly to him. The Board conducts an in- 
tensive study of the Air University’s cur- 
riculum, management, facilities, and methods 
of instruction. Serving on the Library Sub- 
committee is the Rev. Charles C. J. Carpen- 
ter, Episcopal Bishop of Alabama. 

On March 24, a meeting of librarians 
concerned with the cooperative project for 
acquisition and retention of aeronautical 
journals in the Southeast was held at the 
Air University Library. Included in the 
visiting group was Mrs. Cleo Cason, 
ARGMA Technical Library, Redstone Ar- 
senal; Charles Bauer and David Rife of 
Lockheed Aircraft, Marietta, Georgia; and 
Mrs. Dorothy Crosland, Georgia Institute of 
Technology. 

Edmun Low, President, Association of 
College and Research Libraries and Direc- 
tor, Oklahoma State University Library, 
visited the Air University Library and was 
honored at a staff dinner at Maxwell AFB 
Officers Club. Mr. Low gave an interesting 
and enjoyable speech after the dinner. 

Robert Severance, Director, AUL; Dr. 
John W. Mitchell, Director, Audio-Visual 
Services; Dewey Glass, Film Librarian; and 
Jack Turner, Chief Graphics Branch at- 
tended the convention of the Department of 
Audio-Visual Instructions, National Educa- 
tion Association in Miami. 

George R. Dalphin, Maps Librarian, 
Dartmouth College was a recent visitor. 
He spent the time here observing the oper- 
ations of the Command Cartographic Sec- 
tion. 


A group of Maxwell librarians flew to 
San Francisco to attend the annual con- 
vention of the Special Libraries Association: 
Robert Severance, Florine Oltman, Margaret 
Reay, Elizabeth Perkins, Melrose Bryant, 


Elizabeth Winn, Marietta Manion, Mar- 
guerite Kennedy, Aileen Ellis, and Sharon 
Foster. 

Whatever the language, the Air University 
Library can now meet the need for at least 
one book, The Bible. Bibles in 21 different 
languages — languages of 56 countries — 
were presented to the Library by Chaplain 
(Major) Luther D. Fletcher, who obtained 
them from the American Bible Society. Of- 
ficers attending the Allied Officers Famil- 
iarization Course can now read the Bible 
in their native tongue. 

“IT begundelsen skabte Gud himmelen og 
jordeh.” 

“Bahwa pade mula pertama didjaikan 
Allah Skan largit dan bumi.” 

“In the beginning God 
heaven and earth.” 

The Library Director, Robert Severance, 
said that a special section will be designed 
for these treasures. 

Mary Ann Willis has resigned to get 
married in June to Lt. James T. Wood of 
Louisville, Miss. Following their honey- 
moon, they will live at George AFB, Calif. 

Mr. Morrison C. Haviland in July as- 
sumed the position of Chief of Reader Serv- 
ices at the Air University Library. In this 
position he will be responsible for circula- 
tion, reference and bibliographic services, 
for special libraries at the War College and 
the Medical Service School, and for two Air 
Force base libraries. 1955 he had 
been Director of Libraries at the University 
of Vermont and previously he had been li- 
brarian of Wabash College and on the 
library staff of Harvard. He is a graduate 
of Columbia and California library schools. 


created the 


Since 





FLO IS ELECTED 


Florine A. Oltman been elected 
Second Vice-President of the Special Li- 
braries Association for 1961-1962. As 
Second Vice-President Miss Oltman will 
serve during the next year as chairman of 
the Association’s Advisory Council. The 
Council composed of chapter and division 
chairmen is a “grass roots” sounding board 
of members and makes recommendations to 
the Executive Board for association action. 


has 
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A Catalog Worth Having... 


PAPERBOUND BOOKS 
For Schools and Libraries 


This 84-page catalog has over 2,000 titles classified and 
listed alphabetically for easy ordering. More and more 
librarians and school officials are turning to PAPER- 
BOUND BOOKS to get the best in reading material at a 
low price. 


Write for Your Free Catalog Today! 


THE BOOK SUPPLY CO. 


(A Division of A. C. McClurg & Co.) 
564 W. Monroe St. Chicago 6, Ill. 








Scientific books: 
Walter J. Johnson, Inc. ° Siete int 


Domestic, foreign 





SALE AND ACQUISITION OF 
e Complete subscription service 


e Scientific periodicals: for domestic and foreign 
Complete sets periodicals 
Short runs 
Single Volumes — all e All new books of U. S. and 
fields, all languages foreign publishers 


Send requirements and offers to 


Walter J. Johnson, Inc. 


111 FIFTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 


Telephone 
ORegon 7-6713 London and Frankfurt 


BOOKJOHNS, NEW YORK 


Branch offices in 


Cable address: Catalogues available on request 
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Tim E in periodical service 





SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE CO. 


DIVISION OF EBSCO industries, inc. G—\ 


Ist Ave N ar l3th St Burmaghum Alabama 











4 Reasons why “Southern” is the Bindery for You... 


1. CERTIFIED BY THE LIBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE 
2. FREE PICK-UP SERVICE IN NORTH ALABAMA 
3. BINDING RETURNED IN FOUR TO FIVE WEEKS 


4. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Southern Library Bindery Co. 


2952 Sidco Drive Nashville 4, Tennessee 
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Now ...there are three! 


Thermo-Fax 


gTher PRODUCTS 


Let Us Prove: this office machine 
does more jobs than any other. 





Thermo-Fax(k) “Secretary” 
Copying Machines 


THERMO-FAX® 
OVERHEAD PROJECTER 


New . . . Uses 4-second processed 
transparencies in normal room light- 
ing. 











FILMAC®) MICROFILM 
READER-PRINTERS 


Now you can bring Microfilm 
records to life in just seconds. 








BODINE-BRYSON & ROLLING 
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To Improve Your Pupils’ Scholarship and Attitude Toward School, Suggest 


WORLD BOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA 
CHILDCRAFT 


Ist IN SALES 


More Schools, Libraries, and Parents Buy and Use 
WORLD BOOK Than Any Other Encyclopedia 
Field Enterprises Educational Thomas K. Hearn, Manager 


Corporation 1839 28th Avenue, South 
Birmingham 9, Alabama 
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More For The Very 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY CO. 
2395 PEACHTREE RD. N. E. 
ATLANTA 18, GEORGIA 


ay) LIBR4p, 














Representative: Roy Dawn 
Longview Road 
Canton, Georgia 
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STIMULATE INDEPENDENT READING 


SUPPORT THE ELEMENTARY SOCIAL 
STUDIES AND SCIENCE CURRICULUM 


the Community 


® about MISS SUE, THE NURSE 
$2.50 list, $1.88 net* 
Ruth Shaw Radlaver Reading level 2nd grade 
An easy-to-read book about the care of patients 
in the children's ward at the hospital. 


e about FOOD AND WHERE IT COMES FROM 

$2.50 list, $1.88 net* 

Terry Shannon Reading level 3rd grade 

Tells where most of our basic foods come from 
and how they are processed. 


e about READY-TO-WEAR CLOTHES 
$2.50 list, $1.88 net* 
Terry Shannon Reading level 3rd grade 
All about how clothes are designed and made. 


Science and Nature Concepts 


e@ ATOMS FOR JUNIOR $2.50 list, $1.88 net* 
Les Landin Reading level 3rd grade 
A vital but complicated subject made clear with 
easy examples and original cartoons. 


e about THE BIGGEST SALMON 
$2.50 list, $1.88 net* 
Will Hayes Reading level 3rd grade 
The adventure of a Chinook Salmon on its trip 
to the sea and back. 


READ 
LEARN 
BOOKS 


new for spring 1961 


@ about SILKWORMS AND SILK 
$2.50 list, $1.88 net* 
Sophie Wormser Reading level 3rd grade 
A third grade class learns first-hand about the 
production of silk. 


Indians of the Americas 


© CHEROKEES $2.50 list, $1.88 net* 
Marion Israel Reading level 3rd grade 
A book about the daily life and festivals of the 


Cherokees. 
e IROQUOIS $2.50 list, $1.88 net* 
Irene Estep Reading level 3rd grade 


The home and community life of the highly 
civilized Iroquois. 


NAVAHO LAND — TODAY AND YESTERDAY 

$2.50 list, $1.88 net* 
Solveig Paulson Russell Reading level 3rd grade 
The early life of the Navahos and life as it is 
lived on the reservation today. 


the Arts 


@ good times DRAWING LINES 
$2.50 list, $1.88 net* 
Ruth Shaw Radiaver Reading level 2nd grade 
A book about the fun of drawing lines—straight, 
curved and crooked. 


*Net to schools and libraries. Cloth bound, Side-sewn, Reinforced. Send for new colorful catalog. 


MELMOVE PUBLISHERS, IV. 


iaciaam PRESS 
COMPANY 
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The Tuscaloosa Library Bindery combines craftsman- 
ship and prompt service to create an unexcelled bind- 


ery service. 


Specialists in Periodical and Library Book Binding 
Genuine Picture Covers where Title Available used 


on all books. 


TUSCALOOSA LIBRARY BINDERY 
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TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 
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